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Ethan Bartling shows his drawing to Addyson Peterman, while the rest of their classmates

Extending Learning Beyond The Classroom

write and draw about t he banana tree.
Pattonville Learning Center.

Dear Pattonville Early Childhood Families,

I am honored to be serving you and your family as the Director of Early Childhood f
Pattonville School District. Early childhood is a magnificent age, full of wonder and
ploration. Young children are naturally curious and excited to learn. | have spent m
tire career working with this age group teaching second grade, kindergarten and pre
before stepping into a leadership role.

During these early years of development, a child learns a lot about themselves and
world around them. The foundations of their social skills;s&tiéem, perceptions of the
world and their moral outlook are built. Our early childhood staff understands the impor-

Student

tance of providing rich learning experiences to develop these skills. Parent educators partner with ygu to pre

vide support through home visits, group meetings, screenings and more. Our teaching staff provides
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Early Chuldhood PTO

With several officers graduating out of the Early Childhood Program and a secre
tarial position still to fill, the Early Childhood PTO (ECPTO) is looking for some

new parents who are interested in filling some shoes! We invite you to become
part of our group and help us put the finishing touches on what should be a fante
tic year full of fun and friendships. For those of you who are new to the earl
childhood program, the ECPTO consists of both parents and caregivers of childre
ages birth to 5 years and several early childhood teachers and staff members.

t he past, we 0 v e rheetings to plannattititiesy and fundrais-
ers for the Pattonville earlv® childhood community. With every-
oneos Irm)rfthjy plahneng emeetings be-
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research shows that kids whose parents (especially dads) get involved in th
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to sway you, let me just add, at our meetings, there will be food! For more infor
mation on what we will be serving up this semester, please check out our activiti¢
on page 5! We hope to see you soon!
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Pattonville Early Childhood PTO Contacts:

President
Vice-President

Mallorey Burns
Natalie McCarthy

mallorey.burns@gmail.com
natalie _stlawrence@yahoo.com

To Be Determined Secretary

Trisha Boyer Treasurer

Natalie McCarthy ECSE Liaison

Penny Britton Staff Advisor pbritton@psdr3.org

ECPTO email account: pattonvilleecpto@gmail.com

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/116377168398880/

Having Guests and Visiting Others
by Sandbox Learning

Being a courteous host or a considerate guest are skills that take time to learn and refine. Below are some
strategies to prepare children for having visitors and being a guest.

1. Set ExpectationsWwh et her <c¢chil dren are going to another p
house, let them know what is going to happen. If children are unfamiliar with whom they will be seeing, show
them pictures or talk about the different people. Set expectations for behavior prior to the event by discussin
activities that may be hard for them. For exampl
son gets to blow out the candles and open the gifts.

2. Give Children Responsibility:Have children carry gifts or side dishes when visiting others. If people are
visiting you, ask the child to be the official greeter or coat person. Since children are excited at the start of ar
event, a task early on can channel their energy into something productive.

3. Set Limits: Children often are out of sight at events. Set limits and monitor their activity. Let children know
they can have one soda or eat one hot dog. Adhere to initial limits and praise children for following the rules.

4. Encourage Manners:Children are able to greet and say ghge to others at a young age. Older children

can hold doors and demonstrate more advanced manners. Teach them polite words and helpful actions by
modeling the behavior and praising children when they demonstrate it. Since other people may serve differel
foods or have different routines, remind children to try foods, use polite words, and respond to differences wi
respect.

5. Have Child Friendly Activities: Some events are planned well for adults but lack child centered activities.
Prepare for visits by having a variety of activities children enjoy. Bring movies, board games, and outdoor
equipment when visiting others. If children are in your home, have activities and games readily available. Mo
hosts welcome additional activities for children, but check with them in case they have other things planned.
Address this by saying, fAiJohn | oves to play socc
okay i f | go and get iit?0

6. Prepare for Differences in Rules and ExpectationsSSchedules and rules may change when visiting other
peopl eds homes. For some children this can be ve
t hat night. For example, tell the child, #AUsuall
you can go to bed at 9:30 since your grandparent
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' Books for Little Ones ;
'Readlng to baby is a great way to boost development and early reading skills. When choosing baby books
.read for your infant or toddler, look for bold, interesting pictures, rhyming text and simple words that are eas
:for babies to follow. The act of reading to your baby is more important than the book you choose, though
'warm lap and the rhythmic sound of a familiar voice is what matters most to baby. ,

Books for children starting school

Lola as che Lola at the Library Chester Raccoon is scared about starting kindergarten,
lemry by Anna McQuinn and so his mother tells him a family secréhe story of
illustrated by Rosalind Beard-  the kissing hand. Knowing her love will always be
shaw with him is a great comfort to Chester, and the story
Lola at the Library originally pub- may provide similar comfort to your apprehensive lit-
.| lished in Britain as.ulu Loves the tle ones.

Library, f ol |l ows Lol ads day with
books from waking her mommy Chu's First Day of School
early in the morning for their trip to the library to their by Neil Gaiman
cozy bedtime story in the evening. illustrations by Adam Rex
Chu, the adorable little panda first
+ ~ = 4 Little School introduced inChu's Day is back in
-~ byBethNorling _ this entertaining picture book. The
M Little Schoolis an enjoyable picture story will tickle the funny bones of
~ J}\, . book about 20 preschoolers and the children 2 to 6. It will also provide
. 1 funthey have during a busy day alsome reassurance to children apprehensive about start-
Ly o P their school. The story follows all ing school when they learn about, and laugh at, Chu's
l ‘ ' 20 through their preparations for experiences on the first day at school.
‘ ‘ school, to a day at Little School, to
their return home. This book is perfect for the child First Day Jitters by
who is starting preschool, nursery school, or daycare Julie Danneberg
and wants to know exactly what to expect. This an excellent book for an ele-
mentary school student (or firsime
| Am Too Absolutely Small for teacher) who is apprehensive about
School starting school. This humorous pic-
by Lauren Child ture book was written by Julie Dan-
Is your little one apprehensive about neberg. Artist Judy Love created the

going to preschool or kindergarten?2omic and colorful illustrations in ink and watercolors.
Introduce her to Lola in Lauren  This is a funny book, with a surprise ending that will
Child's picture book Am Too Abso-cause the reader to laugh out loud and then go back

lutely Small for Schoolola is sure and read the entire story again.
she is "too absolutely small for school," but her older

brother Charlie patiently convinces her otherwise by Maisy Goes to Preschool
presenting a series of imaginative and funny reasons by Lucy Cousins
she needs to go to school. This book features the enor-
mously popular mouse that many
The Kissing Hand young children already know.
by Audrey Penn Maisy Mouse has a mouse's ears,
Transitions, like starting school, nose and tail but she also has hu-

can be very worrying for young man hands and feet and is like a three year old child.
children. Audrey PennBhe Kiss- Maisy Goes to Preschoid about Maisy's happy day
ing Handprovides comfort and  at preschool, from the moment she walks into the
reassurance to children 3t0 8.  school to the end of the school day.

18

(Continued from pag#)
ing learning environment for young children to explore and strengthen their skills.

We believe all children have gifts, strengths, unique learning styles, and individual needs. We strive HI pro-

vide fun, hand®n experiences in which students learn the relevant skills needed to make a positive i
the world. We embrace the unique backgrounds and cultures of each student and the opportunities tg

pact ir
learn

collaborate together. All of us at Pattonville Early Childhood love what we do and look forward to helping

your child discover their strengths, overcome obstacles and bloom into the miracles they truly are.
Thank you for choosing Pattonville Early Childhood!

Your Partner in Education,
Mary Krekeler, EdS

Director of Early Childhood

"A person's a person, no

how small."
3 Dr. Seuss
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